
"Rooms" and 
"HOme is So 

Sad" 

B Y  C H A R L O T T E  M E W  A N D  P H I L I P  L A R K I N



Both poems have a similar structure and rhyme. While "Rooms" talked about how 
the couples left the rooms, symbolizing each room a relationship of the voice and 
another human, in "Home is So Sad" the voice personified the House as a human 
being, because it wanted the people to live back inside him, and to it wanted to 
feel like a home again.  

In both poems, a room/rooms was/were abandoned. In "Rooms", the voice left 
the rooms and looked for other rooms (relationship), although some 
relationships were good and other ones not ("Rooms where for good or for ill"), 
they all ended. So the voice constantly changed rooms because he didn't feel 
completely comfortable in the one he was.   

On the other hand, in "Home is So Sad", the room or house was abandoned 
(maybe several times) by it's owners, so it was very depressed. he tried to get it's 
owners back to him, but he couldn't.

Style and Form:



Language
The language in both poems is very different. 

In "Rooms", the voice is a middle age woman or man because 

he/she has experienced relationships through his/her life ("I 

remember"). We can also say it's a grown human because of the 

distinctive language he/she is using ("And that ceaseless maddening 

sound of the tide") 

In contrast, the second poem begins with ‘Home is so sad’, which 

can be seen and interpreted as the voice of a child, because of the 

so simple and naive vocabulary and tone. 



Conclusion

In conclusion, we think that "Rooms" by Charlotte Mew, is a more complex and interior and 

meaningful poem; "Home is So Sad" by Philip Larkin is much simpler in style, form and language.  

This does not mean that one is better than the other (that opinion is individual). 


